2004 HUNTING SEASONS

SEASON SHOOTING DAILY BAG POSSESSION

SPECIES DATES HOURS LIMIT LIMIT

MOURNING,
COLLARED & Sept. [-Nov. 9
WHITE-WINGED DOVES

One-half Hour
Before Sunrise
to Sunset}

COMMON SNIPE Sept. [-Dec.16

SORA &

Sept. I-Nov. 9
VIRGINIA RAIL

AMERICAN
WOODCOCK

Oct. |5-Nov. 28

BLUE-WINGED, Sunrise
GREEN-WINGED & Sept. | 1-Sept. 19 to
CINNAMON TEAL Sunset}

*Combined total of all species.
tSee page 7 for sunrise/sunset table.
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2004 Teal Season Outlook

The timing of migrations, weather, and wetland habitat conditions have a
greater influence on teal hunting success in Missouri than does the num-
ber of teal in the fall flight. Regardless, the status of blue-winged teal does
directly influence whether or not a hunting season is offered and, if so, the
number of days allowed. When blue-winged teal population estimates are
between 3.3 and 4.7 million, a season of up to nine days is offered. When
the breeding population is above 4.7 million, up to 16 days are allowed.
The spring 2004 estimate for blue-winged teal was 4.1 million, which is
lower than the 2003 estimate of 5.5 million, but within the range that
allows a nine-day season.

Blue-winged teal migrate earlier and winter farther south than any
other North American duck species. They begin arriving in Missouri by
mid-August and are normally present through September. Bluewings
account for the majority of the September season harvest, while green-
winged teal usually comprise less
than 20 percent. Annual teal har-
vest has ranged widely from 6,500
during 1993 to 34,500 during 1982.

September teal seasons are
designed to correspond to blue-
winged teal migrations, yet avoid
initial arrivals of other early
migrant species, such as pintails
and shovelers. Even so, wood
ducks reared in Missouri and
early migrant duck species other
than teal present hunters with the
responsibility of identifying their
target before they shoot. A sunrise
opening ensures adequate light
for correct identification.

In Missouri, ideal habitat condi-
tions for teal include shallowly
flooded annual vegetation that has
produced small seeds. During dry
seasons, favorable habitat occurs
primarily on private or public wet-
lands with managed water. Timely
rainfall during late August or early
September is needed to produce
excellent teal habitat over a wide-
spread area.






